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Promise

§§
SPRITE IS ONE of the most 
recognisable caravan brands in the 
UK market. Since the range was 
reintroduced in 2005, it has gone 
from strength to strength. 
Changing tastes saw the sad 
deletion of the Musketeer model 
in late 2005 in favour of a larger 
six-berth layout. Sprite has 
decided, however, that the time 
is right for a return. 

A trend towards lighter, more 
affordable caravans has paved the 
way for the Musketeer’s return. 
The TD, along with a Sprite Major 
6, are available now. A second 
Musketeer layout, the EB, will be 
available at February’s NEC show.

The TD has a unique five-berth 
layout that is a move away from 
the larger triple-bunk layout. Its 
rear dinette can be arranged into 

a variety of sleeping formations, 
making it hugely versatile. 

Pushing up its market appeal are 
the van’s impressive weight and 
dimensions. The clever layout fits 
into an internal length of under 
five metres, keeping it light. And at 
just 1281kg it can be towed with a 
standard family car, making it ideal 
for those who cannot afford to 
change their towcar. 

Sprite is aiming this layout at 
young families who are new to 
caravanning and at those who may 
need something just a bit bigger 
than a four-berth. Our testers this 
month, the Flower family, fit the 
bill nicely. They may not be new 
to the touring game, but as a young 
family of four they are watchful 
of their pennies and are always 
eager to try something new.

Immediate appeal
The Flowers are keen to get a close 
look at the Musketeer, which is 
waiting for inspection at Cherry 
Hinton Caravan Club Site, 
Cambridgeshire. The girls love the 
exterior’s raised shiny gold 
graphics. Nick, who has hold of the 

van’s details, is just as impressed 
with the weight: “1281kg, that’s not 
bad at all,” he says. “This could be 
towed by a reasonable-sized family 
car, such as a Mondeo.” 

While Julie and the girls make 
a start on unloading the car, Nick 
winds down the steadies.  “Access 

The return of
the Musketeer

to the steadies is good and they are  
straight forward to set,” he notes 
as he finishes the last leg. 

Nick places the winder back in 
the front locker, and is pleased to 
see the locker is a good size. 
“There is plenty of space for all our 
kit as well as room for two gas 
bottles. We wouldn’t struggle 
fitting it all in,” he says. 

As he closes the locker Nick 
notices the one-way assisted 
handbrake.  Despite many tourers 
now boasting button-free 
handbrakes Nick didn’t feel this 
was a problem: “It’s little more 
effort with a button-type.”

As Nick finishes setting up 
outside, Ellen and Laura dash 
inside the van with Mum to check 
out their sleeping area. They’ve 
been told about the Musketeer’s 
unusual rear bedroom arrangement 
and can’t wait to get a glimpse.  

While they wait for Dad’s help 
to set up the beds, Ellen and Laura 
unpack their bags and make 
themselves at home. 

“We have a shelf and two lockers 
each for our stuff,” says Laura, 
choosing the top shelf for her 
books and beanie toys. 

Julie makes the girls a snack 
while they wait for Nick and joins 
them in the rear dinette. She is 
impressed with the amount of 
seating space. “There is plenty 
of room for the three of us to sit. 
At a push I would say all four of 
us could sit around here quite 
comfortably for a snack. It’s also 
a great space for the girls to play 
– ideal for when we want to spread 
out,” she says. 

Ellen and Laura are very excited 
as Dad finally joins them inside. 
“I’m having the top bunk,” shouts 
Laura as Nick gets to grips with 
the sleeping arrangements. 

With a little practice…
The rear dinette can be converted 
into several different sleeping 
options: a lower double with an 
overhead bunk, two single bunks, 
one large double or just a single. 

The girls sit patiently in the 
lounge as Nick attempts the 
double first. “It’s a very ingenious 
design,” he comments as he slides 
out the metal bars and pops over 
a wooden support panel. “It’s like 
a giant jigsaw,” observes Laura. 

Setting up the base proves 
simple but Nick finds slotting in 
the cushions a little tricky. 

SPRITE
Musketeer TD

Nick, Julie and their 

daughters Ellen (9) and 

Laura (7) have been 

caravanning for seven 

years, starting when Ellen 

was two and Laura just 

a bump. They are now 

on their second caravan, 

a Bailey Pageant Series 

6 Vendee. As well as 

touring throughout the 

UK, they have towed 

through France, Germany, 

Luxembourg, Switzerland 

and Belgium. Later this 

year they will be touring 

the French Alps.

Practical Caravan’s 

Enthusiast Team have 

been picked for their 

experience and passion for 

caravans and caravanning.

This 
month’s 
testers

Price .......................................................£11,295 
Berths ....................................................................5
Overall length ................................6.40m
Width .......................................................2.23m
Overall height ................................ 2.70m
MiRO� ....................................................1052kg
MTPLM� ............................................... 1281kg
User payload ...................................229kg
� TERMS EXPLAINED ON PAGE 113

THE FLOWER FAMILY

A famous name from the past makes a comeback, 
but will its small size suit a growing family?

TOP LEFT By day the rear dinette is a great space for the kids 
LEFT Turning the dinette into a sleeping area requires a knack 
for jigsaws as getting the cushions right is a challenge ABOVE 

A double with bunk is just one of several bed arrangements

TOP LEFT The Musketeer has been given smart, raised graphics in gold 
LEFT Winding down the steadies is pretty straight forward, says Nick 
ABOVE The large front locker will house two gas bottles and plenty more 
kit besides and the button-assisted handbrake is not an issue for Nick

W
O

R
D

S
: S

TA
C

IE
 P

A
R

D
O

E
. P

H
O

TO
G

R
A

P
H

Y
: P

H
IL

 R
U

S
S

E
L

L

Compact family five-berth

“There are a lot of cushions to 
arrange” says Nick. “This could be 
a real pain every night, especially if 
you are tired,” he adds. 

“It’s trial and error. After a few 
attempts I am sure it would 
become easier,” says Julie. “I 
would probably label each cushion 
to make life easier,” she adds. 

The overhead bunk proves a lot 
simpler. Nick is just slotting in the 
last cushion as the girls clamour 
for their sleeping bags. Laura 
jumps into the top bunk, then 
realises she may have chosen the 
short straw. 

“The lockers are really low, I 
would bump my head on those,” 
she says. “I would have to sleep 
with my head at the other end.” 

Ellen is much more cosy as she 
stretches out underneath in the 

The van is compact but with two 
dinettes there is plenty of space 

for the family to spread out
EXCLUSIVE!
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