


Side door makes it easy to access
items stored in bunk bed area

great addition. The middle bunk
also folds up, and there are anchor
points on the floor allowing you to
secure a bike in the space.

“Iwould store the Wastemaster,
Aquaroll and chairs in that part of
the van while I was towing,” said
Nick. “They would be easy to get
out as you were setting up and you
wouldn’t have to worry about their
dirtying the carpet.”

Plenty more storage options
have been squeezed into the

i Musketeer. There are six overhead

lockers in the lounge and two more

in the kitchen. They are secured by
metal positive catches, which Nick
said felt solid.

There is also good space for
heavy or bulky items in the seat
boxes. These have front flaps as
well as supported lids for easy
access. The wardrobe is between
the lounge and washroom. Some
space is lost to the heater but it
still provides ample hanging space.

Lounging

Nick and Julie persuaded the girls
toleave the bunks and join them in
the lounge for a game. The EB
doesn’t have a traditional lounge.
The chest has been moved from
the centre to the offside. It might
sound unusual, but it is actually
aclever move. It gives the
Musketeer wraparound seating
and plenty of room for a family of
five to sit. But the functionality

of the chest as extra storage and
aplace for the TV is retained. You
do lose the chest extension table,
but a family would need the dining
table for every meal anyway.

“The lounge is surprisingly big
considering the size of the van,”
said Julie. “We have plenty of room
to spread out. I like the ‘U’ shape,
too. There would be plenty of

space to invite friends in when we
were rallying. If it is just the four
of us, it gives us flexibility in how
we use it.”

“It has a nice homely feel, too,”
said Nick. “It’s not cold or spartan,
and the quality of the finish is
good. It has front access for the
seat boxes, four spotlights and
speakers. It really doesn’t feel like
an entry-level van.”

Cooking and cleaning
While Nick continued the game
with the girls, Julie started making
lunch and checked out the kitchen.

“There’s good equipment in
here,” said Julie. “The three-
burner hob is enough for us. I
never use all four burners at once,
and alarge burner is handy when
you are cooking for four. I'm glad
it has electric ignition.

“We rally away from hook-up
alot, so we wouldn’t miss an
electric hotplate. We don’t use
amicrowave much either for the
same reason, so it wouldn’t worry
us that the van doesn’t have one
as standard.”

Although a microwave isn’t
standard, it is available as a dealer-
fitted option for £120. One of the
lockers in the kitchen has been

Good

With the Diamond Pack

option (£399) the Sprite
has excellent specification and build
quality for an entry-level van. Best
of all, we wouldn’t have to change
our car to tow it.

The washroom floor is a

sticking point for us. We
Jjust don’t trust that the plastic tray
is up to the wear and tear it will
receive from a family like ours using
the washroom all the time.

designed to take one, so a
microwave can be added without
any modifications.

Julie thought the 107-litre fridge
was a good size for a family. She
liked the stainless steel-effect
finish on the fridge door and the
granite-effect sink.

“Having a removable drainer
means there’s a surprising amount
of work surface,” Julie said when
she had all the ingredients for the
family’s lunch spread out. “T have
enough space to prepare a meal
even without moving the kettle.”

A detachable drainer meant Julie had ample space to prepare lunch. She

didn’t mind the lack of a microwave but felt storage for groceries was poor

The U-shaped lounge seating easily transforms into a large double bed.
There are four spotlights, giving each person a light to read by at night

The chest of drawers has been moved to the van’s offside, retaining its
functionality but giving more space for a family to lounge and dine
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Julie reckoned the compact washroom was workable but Nick worried the

plastic floor would not be up to the rigours of use by his rallying family

Wardrobe loses space to the heater
but there’s a good hanging area

Shelves in the washroom gave Ellen
somewhere to put her toiletries

Julie was a little disappointed
by the amount of storage in the
kitchen, though. “It’s OK if you
don’t have a microwave,” she said.
“But if you have one, there would
be only one overhead locker, which
is filled with plate and cup racks,
and one narrow cupboard. For a
family of five, that isn’t really
enough space to store food.”

Once lunch was ready the game
was put away and the Flower family
tested the table for meal times.
There was plenty of space, so no
complaints about clashing elbows.

With lunch finished, the only
part of the van left to inspect was
the washroom. The Musketeer’s is
awet room. It has a separate
showerhead, but no riser. A bench
toilet fits neatly on one side and
leaves enough space for showering.

“Because we rally we do use
our washroom a lot,” said Julie.
“This washroom is compact, but
itis workable.”

Alyson Warnock says The Musketeer is light enough
to be towed by most family cars and small enough to
store on a driveway. It is priced as an entry-level van,
but rivals many mid-market models in specification
and styling, making it great value for money.

Nick peered around the door.
“Oh, the whole floor is a plastic
tray,” he said, looking disappointed
for the first time. “Our last van had
avery similar washroom. Because
we were constantly stepping on
and off the tray every time
someone went to the toilet,
brushed teeth, or washed hands,
it got alot of traffic and cracked.

“Getting a new tray and dealing
with the water damage was a lot of
trouble. Iwould rather have a

separate shower. That way you only :

step on the tray when you have a
shower and there’s less chance of
its cracking.”

Even if he was disappointed in
the floor, Nick had to admit that
storage was good. Thereis a
spacious cupboard under the basin
and there are four shelves on the
wall next to the toilet.

“They are very useful because
you can keep everything to hand in
the washroom,” said Julie. »>
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ILLUSTRATIONS: ALAN ELDRIDGE

A shower curtain is provided to
keep the shelves and the toilet dry
during showers.

Sprite’s alright?

The family retired to the lounge
to consider their verdict on the
Musketeer EB.

i “Thisisacompact van, which is
i good for towing and storage,” said

SPRITE
Musketeer EB

Swift Group, Dunswell Road,
Cottingham, East Yorkshire
HU16 4JX

Tel 01482 847 332

Web w ww.swiftgroup.co.uk

Nick. “I'm still surprised by just
how much space there is inside. It’s
alot more than you expect when
you first see it. It’s a bit of a Tardis.

“The washroom floor is the only
thing that would put me off buying
it. After our last one cracked, I just
don’t trust them. But other than
that I thinkitis a very good, clever
little van.”

Live-in test [ixed-bunk five berth

“I'm impressed,” said Julie. “The
lounge is large and comfortable
and the bunks are very practical for
the girls and keeping their toys
contained.” She acknowledged that
unlike some other vans with bunks,
the girls don’t get their own lounge
space. “But that is the compromise
you make to get five berths into
such a small van,” she said.

“We only have one lounge area in
our current van, so we wouldn’t
miss a second. And in this layout
we can stay up later than the girls,
which we can’t do in our current
van unless we sit in the awning. I
would consider buying this van.”

“It’s my second favourite van
after ours,” said Ellen, summing
things up nicely.

Price £11,540 (incl
Diamond Pack)
Berths 5

MiRO* 1052kg
MTPLMt 1291kg
User payload 239kg
Awning size 895cm
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STANDARD EQUIPMENT

Construction Aluminium skin. GRP front panel.
ABS back panel. Al-Ko chassis.

External equipment Button handbrake. 13-pin
electrics. Status directional aerial. Two-piece
entrance door. LED awning light.

Heating Truma dual-fuel, blown-air space
heater. Truma dual-fuel water heater.

Lounge Blinds and flyscreens to all windows.

Heki rooflight. Drop-in carpets. Pre-wiring for
a radio/CD/MP3 player and two speakers.
Kitchen Thetford 107-litre digital-control fridge.
Three-burner gas hob. Separate oven and grill.

Removable drainer. GRP sink.

Washroom Thetford C-250 cassette toilet and
wheeled waste tank. Domestic-style door

and handle.

Security CRIS identity number on all windows

and chassis. Concealed security data chip.
Single key for all locks. Smoke alarm.

Warranty 3 years parts. 6 years body.
OPTIONS

Diamond Pack consisting of alloy wheels, Al-Ko
Secure wheel lock receiver, Al-Ko AKS stabiliser,
spare wheel and carrier, door flyscreen, radio/
CD player with MP3 connectivity, and two
scatter cushions (£399). Microwave (£120).

*FOR INSURANCE QUOTES TERMS AND CONDITIONS SEE PAGE 119  TERMS EXPLAINED ON PAGE 120
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