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SWIFT
Kon-Tiki -�!

jPrice from 0,8,#,� OTRjSleeps FourjBelts TwojBase vehicle
Fiat Ducato/AL-KOjEngine 2.8-litre #-8bhpjL/W/H �.-,/3.2�/2.8!m
(3�’�”/,’!”/#8’3”)jEconomy 3-mpgjMTPLM �888kgjPayload !#�kg
jWater fresh/waste #38/#88 litresjBattery 3x!�AhjGas 3 x ,kg

It’s all-new for 38##, and we find out if this
giant low-profile from Britain’s leading
manufacturer is the last word in luxury

LIVE�IN TEST WHAT MOTORHOME?
Tag-axle, end washroom

REVERSING CAMERA
Vital in a ’van of this size, the
high-level reversing camera
delivers full colour images to
the monitor. It also works as
a rear-viewmirror in transit
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Our three-month tenure of
the all-new Swift Kon-Tiki
659 this winter has come to an
end, and so we say farewell to
the giant of the Swift Group’s
flagship range.
The name Kon-Tiki is

one of the most well-
loved, prestigious brands in
motorcaravanning today (see
our history panel on p110). It’s
not for nothing that our latest
Owner Satisfaction Awards
showed the Kon-Tiki 640 to be
the most popular coachbuilt
of the 1980s and ’90s.
The 659 is the only one of

the four-model 2011-season

range that’s solely available as
a low-line coachbuilt. With
belted travel seats for just the
driver and a passenger in the
cab, it’s a truly enormous two
berth at 8.67m (28’5”) long,
although it sleeps four and can
seat six at mealtimes.
Editor Rob Ganley has

reported on the motorhome
in recent issues, including
an extended tour of Picardy
(April issue) and a couple of
weekends away squeezed
in between heavy snowfalls
(March issue). This month, he
joined reader test team couple
Peter and Vera Whalley, who

TAG*AXLE TOURING
The two sets of rear axles
afforded by the AL-KO chassis
means the ’van has a massive
payload and irons out all the
usual bumps on the open road

DUCATODELIVERS POWER
Fiat’s 3;HMultiJet engine is the
most powerful unit in the range.
It was designedwith large
loads inmind so proved ideal
for this five-tonne behemoth

UNDERSLUNG SPAREWHEEL
There’s no skimping on cost
or weight with a puncture
repair kit: the Kon-Tiki comes
with a spare wheel underslung
toward the rear of the ’van

OUR TESTERS
Reader test teammembers
Peter and Vera Whalley and
their Labrador Blue live in
Lincolnshire. They recently
changed their ’van to an
Auto-Trail Excel ��#.

enjoyed a long weekend away
in the Kon-Tiki at the Caravan
Club’s Sheepcote Valley site
in Brighton, to deliver the
Practical Motorhome verdict.

DESIGN

The 659 is big: this tag-axle,
five-tonne behemoth, with its
silver, one-piece aluminium
sidewalls, is certainly eye-
catching. “It looks rather like
a stretched Bolero,” observed
Vera Whalley.
The integrated roof rack,

ladder and full-length awning
– which has not one but two

exterior awning lights – are
all standard kit and welcome
additions. “The roof rack
would be ideal for carrying
windsurf kit, kayaks or
anything long and light,”
said Vera. Editor Rob used
the ladder to climb up onto
the roof and swish off the
worst of the heavy snow in
late December.
The user manual says:

‘The areas, up to the overcab
section, are capable of
withstanding an average
person’s weight (13 stone or
82.5kg)’. That’s pretty robust
manufacturing in our view.

LOW*LEVEL LOCKER
The nearside gas locker is
well-sited, just rear of the cab,
and has no awkward lip to lift
the :kg bottle over, which is
good news for bad backs!

WIDE*BORE DRAIN PIPES
The waste-water tank drains
through this rigid, wide-bore
pipe to the driver’s side rear
of the tag axles. The drain tap
is onboard, so no dirty hands

UNDER THE BONNET
Fiat’s@.H-litre turbodiesel engine
is allied to a six-speedmanual
transmission. Swift offers
anupgrade to an automatic
transmission for >3;A1

SHORTONOUTER LOCKERS
This locker, with switched
light and underfloor tray, is
the only externally accessed
storage.We’d love a locker to
the space under the double bed

The nearside gas locker allows
for easy access when changing
bottles, and on the offside
there’s a storage locker,
which reveals a 20cm-deep
storage tray beneath the floor
of the ’van, that stretches
1.4m across the width. Two
95Ah leisure batteries are
housed here, and there’s
a neat, switched LED strip
light for better visibility. The
Kon-Tiki also houses its fresh
water container and much
of its pipework in underfloor
storage trays, which, while not
a double floor to compare with
the belt and braces approach
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offered by some German
manufacturers, still offers
decent protection against
colder weather and increases
storage space.
“In mid-January, I found

it to be truly a ’van for all
seasons,” says Rob. “Although
temperatures dipped below
0C outside, our water supplies
didn’t freeze. And two leisure
batteries, and LED lighting
throughout, enabled us to

camp ‘off-grid’ on several
occasions.”
“We were rather

disappointed to find the
driver’s side locker was the
only externally accessed
storage space,” commented
Vera. Indeed, it seems a shame
not to be able to get at the
space under the double bed
from outside the ’van.
The habitation door is

excellent, with three-point
locking, a fly screen, and the
all the can be locked from
the key fob. Both fresh-and
waste-water tanks have
heaters, and the drain taps for
these are both inboard, with
wide-bore pipes, so no more
dirty hands when draining.
Internally there is a

definite wow factor: Swift
is outstanding at selling
the sizzle with ‘showroom’
interiors, and the sense of
interior light and space is
amazing.The suede-effect
upholstery feels as good as it
looks, and is easy to clean.
Facing sofas upfront, a vast
kitchen facing the entry door,
a fixed lengthways double
bed to the rear and – the pièce
de résistance – a full-width
washroom across the ’van at
the rear make for a unique
layout where there’s really
no compromise.
“However, the pod over the

cab area housing the TV/DVD
player seemed a magnet for
Peter’s head,” said Vera.

LIVE�IN TEST
ON THE ROAD

Editor Rob drove the ’van
more than any other tester,
putting on more than 1000 test
miles in all road conditions.
He said: “That 3.0-litre, 160
MultiJet engine is beginning
to rev freely. The 22.4mpg fuel
economy it returned – quite
a bit of which was motorway
and autoroute driving with
cruise control set to 60mph –
will surely improve with time.
It’s a dream to drive: the huge
footprint and twin rear axles
flatten out all the road bumps,
and the low-slung AL-KO
chassis irons out most of the
body roll when cornering.”
TheWhalleys agreed: “The

seats are both remarkably
comfy, each having twin
armrests,” said Peter. And,
as evidence of that engine
revving more freely, he said:
“Cruise control makes life
easier and it was achieving
26mpg during our test.”
Other Fiat cab goodies

include electric windows and
mirrors, driver and passenger
airbags, twin armrests for both
cab seats, and cassette blinds
for evening privacy.
The 659 has a massive

payload of 915kg, too, which
means ralliers and long-term
tourers will be able to holiday
with everything they could
possibly want.
“It was nice to have an

integrated reversing camera,
which means your partner
doesn’t have to ‘help’ when
reversing onto a pitch,” said
Vera.This doubles as a rear-
view camera on the road, too.
Obviously the length of the

vehicle is a problemwhen
parking at supermarkets or
using bays at the side of the
road; the Kon-Tiki takes up
two full bays. Also, as our Rob
found out: “Motorhomes of
this size are charged extra each
way on ferry crossings.”

LOUNGING AND
DINING

The front lounge is large, with
two full-length inward-facing
sofas and both cab seats swivel
so six can dine at mealtimes.

It’s a dream to
drive: thehuge
footprint and twin
rear axles flatten
out the roadbumps

HISTORY
Swift was formed on January ), )'0�, at Hedon Road
inHull by Ken Smith andKennethDay. Current
chairman Peter Smith inherited the company
when his father Ken died in )'/4. In )'�0, Swift
Motorhomes launched, and the companywent on to
buyAbbeyCaravans, Sprite Leisure, Ace Caravans
andBessacarr Caravans, forming the Swift Group. It also began
manufacturing holiday homes in 4::�. In 4::/, Swift Group purchased
Autocruise. Today, it’s the UK’s biggestmotorhomemanufacturer,
producing around 3: per cent of all new ’vans sold here each year.
The name Kon-Tiki dates back to an epic sea voyage by a famous

Norweigan anthropologist, Thor Heyerdahl, who built a raft named
Kon-Tiki to sail from Peru to Polynesia. Swift has applied the name to
its flagship range – now in its fourth decade – since the )'�:s, and it
has proved an epic sales success for the company down the years.
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THE PREMIUM BED
0.H x 0A>cm at its widest,
with a superb mattress, the
lengthways double bed is
hugely comfy. A partition
makes it an ensuite bedroom

UNDER SOFA STORAGE The seat boxes are topped by a sprung,
slatted base framed by aluminium. This raises easily on gas
struts and is self-supporting when raised, to enable easy access

CLEVER CONTROL PANEL
The latest evolution of control
panel used in Swift ’vans is
pretty intuitive and user-
friendly. LEDs indicate the
usual monitor levels

GENEROUS HANGHEIGHT
The wardrobe is sufficient for
a touring couple to take all the
clothes they’ll need: a 0AHcm
hang height is complemented
by shelved storage

NO COMPROMISE
The Kon-Tiki’s enormous
footprint means there’s no
need to skimp on space:
check out the huge kitchen
workspace, the ensuite
bedroom, and of course the
rear transverse washroom

SUPER SKYVIEW
The low-profile’s rooflight is
a great feature for the cab and
lounge occupants, it opens,
too. However, we detected the
odd draft from it on the road

CHEF’S SUPER SPACE
The food preparation space is
enormous, and we rather like
Swift’s granite-look basin for
BH00. Overall, it’s well lit, and
has an extractor hood, too

LUXURIOUS LOUNGE
With the cab seats swivelled,
the Kon-Tiki lounge will
happily accommodate six.
The prime seats are those
supremely comfy cab seats
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MICROWAVE FOR SPEED
The fully equipped kitchen
comes with a microwave oven
as part of the standard kit and
an electric hotplate, to make
best use of campsite facilities

DOUBLING UP FOR GUESTS
The facing sofas can be
quickly converted to a double
bed: simply slide the bases to
meet, with no need for extra,
fiddly infill cushions

WHAT AWASHROOMAt a shade over 0m in width, and running
the full width of the motorhome, this is one of the most
impressive, spacious washrooms we’ve ever seen in a motorhome

TOPOCCASIONALTABLE
This circular, removable table is
mounted to a leg on thedriver-
side sofa seatbox. It’s height
adjustable and swivels, so is
great for laptops and the like

PLENTYOF PLUG SOCKETS
The Kon-Tiki has an incredible
seven plug sockets, which is
either too many or a reflection
of our ever-growing demand
for electrical gadgets

BEDROOMHEADROOM
There’s an attractive padded
headboard to the fixed double
bed.With headroom at  Bcm,
directional reading lights and
a shelf for a cup of tea, it’s ideal

EXTRA FREEZING SPACE
As well as the freezer built-
in to the 00;-litre kitchen
refrigerator, there’s a separate
%B-litre chest freezer for
serious long-term touring

MEALTIMEMATTERS
With cab seats that swivel
to meet the facing sofas, and
a 0BB x 8Bcm freestanding
table, which stashes beneath
the bed when not in use,
you’ll be able to host six

sWHAT MOTORHOME?
Tag-axle, end washroom

“As with most side sofas, the
backs are quite low and very
upright, which is great for
dining although not much fun
for lounging,” said Vera.They
are, however, press-studded
in place so they don’t fly
around in transit.
The 659, however, has side

bolster cushions providing
comfortable armrests and
wonderful full-length, feet-
up lounging while watching
TV or just snoozing.
The 10-inch TV/DVD player

above the cab seemed rather
small for the size of the ’van
but there is a secondary,
drop-down bracket for
a much larger flatscreen TV
separating the lounge from
the bedroom.This swivels
through 180 degrees, so you
can watch TV from bed should
you choose; although you’d
need to remove those fiddly
venetian-style blinds.
A nice touch is the circular

occasional table situated
behind the driver’s seat.This
is ideal for resting a coffee

cup, nibbles or for tapping
away on a laptop as there is
a power socket above, just
inside the cab area.There is a
total of seven power sockets
throughout the ’van.The
larger freestanding table (100 x
60cm) is located under the bed
and press-studded in place.
“It’s not the easiest place to

retrieve it from, andwe think it
would have been better located
in thewardrobe,” said Vera.
The opening, panoramic

‘Skyview’ rooflight above the
cab floods the area with light,
but Swift has thoughtfully
added directional lights
above the cab seats as well
as the reading lights on the
underside of the overhead
lockers and two small ceiling
lights.Thewindows get blinds
and flyscreens, but also sheer
drapes and full-width curtains.

There would
be no problem
cooking a large
meal for a family
group in the )��

KITCHEN

Thekitchen ismassive and
well-equipped.There’s a
full-size cooker, with three
gas rings and an electric plate,
and an oven and separate grill
below it.The 112-litre fridge is
sensibly sized,with a separate
freezer compartment, but
additionally there is a large
12V/230V (40-litre) compressor
freezer built into the chest sited
opposite the kitchen.
The good-sized, granite-look

sink has a clip-on drainer, and
an inset cover tomaximise
working surface. Above the
cooker is a microwave and the
kitchen also comes complete
with an extractor fan.The
lighting above the kitchen area
is also very good.
The only complaint of this

area came from Vera, who
said: “The crockery storage is
neither use nor ornament.”
Between the fridge and the

cooker is a storage cupboard
with slide-out racks, which
are very useful. Opposite
the kitchen is a large double
cupboard handy for pans and
tins, and the top can be used
for additional work space.The
kitchen is also well supplied
with electric points. Although
this is a ’van for two people
there would be no problem
cooking a large meal for
a family group.

SLEEPING

The two sofas in the front
loungemake up into a
relatively flat, large, full-width
double bedwithout the need
for infill cushions; it measures
200 x 90cm. Alternatively, if
two single beds are the order
of the day, then slide the sofa
bases out a fraction and swivel
the cab seats to bring them
into play – they eachmeasure
205 x 140cm.
Of course, the first-choice

bed is the rear double,which
measures 190 x 136cm at its
widest, although the cut away
is not excessive andwith a
domestic-stylemattress it’s
extremely comfortable. As there
is nowashroom alongside,
which you find inmost French

DISLIKES

LIKES

WELLCATEREDFOR
With such a large
floorplan, there’s no
need to skimp on
space in any area,
and the kitchen is
perhaps the best
example of this
luxurious approach:
the food preparation
space is superb, and
it’s lavishly equipped
(including a
microwave, extractor
fan and even
a separate chest
freezer). Keen chefs
will be able to cook
up a storm here.

TABLE STORAGE
Vera and Peter found
the storage space for
the freestanding
table – press-studded
to wooden cross
members underneath
the double mattress
– inconvenient and
difficult to access.

THE SIZE OF IT!
It’s not much shorter
than ,3’-long, so it’s
a whopper, and while
that is heaven for the
internal floorspace, it
can be hell when
driving along
winding roads,
negotiating narrow
site entrances or
simply parking up

ROOF LOADING
Editor Rob took
to the )��’s roof
to remove snow
nearly a foot deep,
and could walk
everywhere except
the low-profile
cab section. That’s
an impressively
robust roof!
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