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If you can’t decide whether to buy a 
caravan with a � xed double bed or 
an extra dining area, how about one 
that gives you the best of both 
worlds? And this one has ATC, too…

T
he Sport 544 is one of a new breed of lighter caravans 
from the Swift Group for 2012 – but its layout is 
already a proven success.

Swift last year launched a derivative of a caravan with an end 
shower room – replacing the bed in a  Charisma 550 with a 
U-shaped dining area that converts to a double bed. They called 
it the Charisma 545. Instantly, this converted the classic fixed 
bed, end-washroom layout from a caravan which would chiefly 
appeal to couples, to a true family caravan with flexibility. The 
best of both worlds, surely.

Now Swift’s design team has built on this concept by 
producing the Eccles Sport 544 – with a more sporty image than 
the Charisma, and 50kg lighter. The get-up-and-tow appeal is 
enhanced by an important item of specification, new to Swift for 
2012 – the ATC stability control system.

The result is far from a Swift Charisma by another name. This 
is a Sterling brand, as distinct from a Swift – and its woodwork is 

Sterling Eccles Sport 544     £15,815
 NEW CARAVAN  CENTRAL DINING AREA  END SHOWER ROOM  ATC      LIGHT IN WEIGHT

The spacious wrap-around dining 
area that converts to a double bed

Speakers in the roof…
Speakers are mounted into the roof on 
either side of the sunroof and fi ve white 
lights are in a frosted plastic casing 
above it. It’s another coolly modern 
feature that helps to give the Eccles 
Sport its intensely modern look.
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Top kitchen looks…
The microwave is here in the centre of the 
cabinet-run. Its surround is pale grey, and 
the side-hinged cupboards that fl ank it 
have broad bands of plain matt cream. 
Very classy.

A great option…
Sports get Swift’s gorgeous sunroof 
design as optional extras. Our test 
example was equipped with this lovely 
feature, prompting thoughts that anyone 
contemplating buying this model would 
want to pay the extra to have it fi tted. 
We’ll pass on details of the price on our 
website www.outandaboutlive.com 
when they’re announced.

You can’t have it all…
Kitchen storage is restricted to a cupboard 
between the fridge and the oven, containing 
two pull-out wire basket shelves and a small 
cutlery tray. You can’t have it all in a caravan 
of only 5.6m, we know – and the small 
amount of working surface means that 
you’ll probably use the table as well as the 
kitchen when you’re putting food on plates.

Extra surface…
There’s a hinge-up section of surface to 
the left of the kitchen to give you a little 
extra surface – but even  with this in 
place, you’d have to be superbly organised 
while cooking in this kitchen.
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Under the settees……
Storage under this U-shaped seating 
area is not as easy to access as that 
under the front settees. But there is a 
bonus in the dining room – an exterior 
access hatch. It’s the same size as a 
toilet cassette hatch, so not large 
enough to put in big items, but perfect 
for small things.

Fiddly – but worth it…
You make the mattress up from the 
upholstery pieces of the dining area, plus 
an additional square piece that you’d keep 
in a bedding locker. It’s a bit of a fi ddle – 
but well worth it if you are one of the 
many caravanners who think fi xed beds 
take up too much living space. 

Plenty of storage…
Storage for clothes is generous – there are 
three large overhead lockers in the dining 
area (although only two of them have 
shelves), and a wardrobe that easily 
provides enough hanging space for the 
needs of four people.

TVs of any size…
Weight has been saved compared with its 
2011 Charisma predecessor by removing the 
drop-down TV housing from the divider. 
Clever though this feature was, we think few 
will mourn its demise because it was only 
suitable for TVs of a certain size. Much better 
to pop your TV of any size on the  dresser…
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